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Introduction. 
 
Hello, and thank-you for downloading The Writers’ Toolkit From Finish that Novel! I’m 
Amanda Clemmer (pen name Sierra Storm), the owner of FTN and a full-time fiction 
writer for several years now. I’ve been both self published and traditionally published, and 
I’m fascinated by the book publishing industry as a whole and the rate at which it’s been 
changing. 
 
I started writing when I was eleven years old. Things were different then. Getting 
published was different. Sure, there were self-publishing services on the market, but those 
cost hundreds of dollars and usually resulted in poor quality books (hence the term 
“Vanity Press.”) So I started out the traditional way. After I was ready and had been 
writing for quite a while, I worked up the courage to submit stories and poetry 
everywhere I could. Only a single poem got accepted, but it was enough to keep me 
excited for years to come. But it wasn’t until after I graduated college just a few years ago 
that I realized how much things had changed. I didn’t need to submit to agents and 
publishing houses anymore. Createspace offers quality print-on-demand publishing for 
free, and ebooks have dominated the bookselling market despite everyone’s claims to 
preferring physical books. 
 
I experimented. I tried different options and different services, and I documented a lot of 
my adventures on my blog at Finishthatnovel.org. I’m still learning, but over the past year 
things finally clicked for me and I think I’m getting the picture of how to do this. Last 
year (2015) I completed my first blog tour, attracted reviewers and landed my first 
podcast interview. On top of that, I started my first Kindle serial and have since then 
received steadily growing paychecks every month. I had my novel Automaton recorded as 
an audiobook and donated some physical copies to a library, where I’m told they are 
checked out frequently. 
 
A lot of this came from hard work and trial and error, but in this PDF I’ll share with you 
what I wanted to have from the start: a list of free and inexpensive tools you can use to 
launch your own writing career step by step, from the writing to the publicity. These 
resources are all user friendly and easily accessible, and I’ve used each of them with great 
success. 
 
Of course, there are many more writing tools out there that I could have listed—but none 
of them have met my standards of excellence as well as these, and I want to provide you 
with the best of the best! 
 



Part One: Writing. 
 
If you’re still working on the writing part of your novel, here are some awesome writing 
resources you should check out! 
 

• Scrivener: This has every writing tool you can imagine and is easy to use. You can 
pull your writing to a full-screen “focus” mode, shuffle it around on a pin-board 
and keep your research stacked nearby. Many writers consider it a “must.” 

• Yarny: I’ve used Yarny for several years, and it can be a great way to write and 
store your writing online. It’s very simple to use and has a handy drag-and-drop 
interface. 

• Novlr: Novlr is a cross between Yarny and Scrivener—it works both on and offline 
and has very responsive customer service. It has a drag-and-drop interface and 
saves your writing even if your Internet connection breaks. I used it to write while 
I was traveling over the summer once and enjoyed my experience! 

• Writeordie: This is a fun site that I use whenever I’m trying to condense my 
writing time or meet a deadline. You set the number of words you want to write 
and the time you want to write them (I usually do 500 words in 15 minutes). If 
you slow down, the site punishes you! 

• Focusatwill: Focusatwill is a series of music playlists that you can subscribe to in 
different styles and genres. The music is all carefully designed and selected to help 
you focus more at your task, and it’s very helpful if you need that extra push. 

• Dramatica Story Expert: This is one of the few writing softwares that is not a word 
processor. Instead, it helps you plan, design and understand your story from 
many different angles. If you can’t understand one of your characters or aren’t 
sure what direction to take your novel in, just plug it into the Story Expert and 
work it out! 

 
 
Part Two: Editing and Revision. 
 
Revision is an intimidating step for many writers, but it’s a vital stage in crafting a novel. 
While most professional editors charge over $100 for a read-through, there are online 
hacks you can use to fix your novel and bring it to par. 
 

• Grammarly: Grammarly is a proof-reader and spellchecker that you can use while 
writing your book. It catches much more than typical proofreaders and aids in 
readability, and best of all is completely free. I recommend downloading the 
toolbar to keep it on at all times! 

• Prowritingaid.com: Prowritingaid is a free online service that will line edit your 
work until you’re in tears. The good news is that your writing will be so much 
better afterwards! 

http://get.esellerate.net/get/ALP404895636/default.htm?skuid=SKU82916413320&affid=AFL7356113710&at=
http://yarny.me/
http://novlr.org/
http://yarny.me/
http://writeordie.com/
https://www.focusatwill.com/
https://www.writersstore.com/dramatica-story-expert/?cid=1820&CAWELAID=1912839901&CAPCID=59092034888&cadevice=c&gclid=CPfS8dvAp8sCFcxZhgodT1MBTw?cid=1820&CAWELAID=1912839901&CAPCID=59092034888&cadevice=c&gclid=CPfS8dvAp8sCFcxZhgodT1MBTw
http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=224178&u=1236711&m=26748&urllink=&afftrack=
https://prowritingaid.com/


• Editminion: Editminion is by the same person who designed Writeordie, but 
much friendlier. It points out clichés and passive sentences brilliantly, along with 
fun notes such as which of your words came from Shakespeare. 

• Autocrit: This is a paid service, but the free trials do a good job of demonstrating 
its usefulness! Autocrit will compare your novel with others in its genre and tell 
you what words you’re overusing and how fast or slow paced your writing is. It’s a 
great way to analyze your writing from a writing viewpoint. 

• Scribophile: All the tools I’ve listed above are incredibly useful and will go a long 
way with your writing, but they’re not a substitute for actual people reading your 
work. Scribophile is an online critique group that delivers quality feedback for 
free. This is a must for writers on a budget! 

 
 
Part Three: Self-Publishing. 
 
I’m focusing on self-publishing instead of traditional here because—well—there are a lot 
more resources here! If you want to send your book off to a traditional publisher, find an 
agent and read through the guidelines carefully to make your book as awesome as 
possible! If you want to take the reins in your own hand, read ahead… 
 

• Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP): Amazon has dominated the ebook market ever 
since it first introduced the Kindle. Even if you want to focus more on physical 
books, many readers will be more likely to buy yours at a lower price as an ebook. 
Publish here even if you publish nowhere else! 

• Draft2Digital (D2D): There are many different places you’ll want to publish an 
ebook—the iBook store, Kobo, and others. D2D publishes to all those places and 
allows you to manage prices and collect royalties from one place. It also formats 
your book for you if you want, which is incredibly helpful. 

• Createspace: I’ve tried LuLu and I’ve tried Blurb’s Bookwright, but neither of 
those compares when it comes to print-on-demand publishing. Createspace 
allows you to design and layout your book and cover while giving you a free ISBN 
and allowing you to select from different stores. Every book I’ve gotten from them 
has been of excellent quality, and people are generally surprised to here that they 
were self-published! 

 

http://editminion.com/
https://www.autocrit.com/
http://www.scribophile.com/
https://kdp.amazon.com/
https://draft2digital.com/faq/
https://www.createspace.com/


Conclusion. 
 
Thanks again for checking out The Writers’ Toolkit, and I hope these tools offer you a 
few pointers to complete and dominate the next stage of your novel. I use each of the 
above regularly, and each helps my writing noticeably. 
 
For more tips on how you can best finish your novel, including facing writers’ block and 
publicity advice, check out Finishthatnovel.org for the latest and greatest. 
 
Happy Writing! 
 
         - Amanda Clemmer 
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   -‐	  Amanda	  Clemmer	  
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